3rd Annual High Plains
Organic Farming
Conference
February 23rd-24th in Cheyenne, WY

Organic dryland crops * irrigated crops * livestock

3rd Annual High Plains Organic Farming Conference
PROGRAM
Day One

Tuesday February 23rd, 2016

11:30am Registration Begins
NAVIGATING THE ORGANIC CERTIFICATION PROCESS
12:30pm Michelle Menken, Minnesota Crop Improvement Association


Overview of the National Organic Program and regulations covering organic production



Practice the certification process using a made-up farm to discuss scope, land eligibility, buffers,
seeds and planting stock, livestock, recordkeeping, and more.

SURVIVING TRANSITION TO ORGANIC
4:30pm Ted Craig, Wyoming Department of Agriculture


Overview of Wyoming Department of Agriculture Programs

4:45pm Roger Stockton, USDA-NRCS, Wyoming


NRCS financial and technical assistance for organic producers

5:00pm Adjourn

The Historic Plains Hotel is offering a limited number of rooms at the government rate
of $89 on Monday, Tuesday, & Wednesday night!

Day Two

Wednesday February 24th, 2016

7:00am Registration begins
8:00am Welcome and Opening Remarks: Jay Norton & Catherine Wissner, University of Wyoming, &
Jessica Davis, Colorado State University
8:05am Update on USDA National Organic Program Trends, Policies, Projections: Renée Gebault
King, National Organic Program, Washington DC
Dryland Cropping Systems
8:50am Dryland Crop Production Experiences: Clint Jessen, Jessen Agribusiness, Inc., Pine Bluffs, WY
9:20am Soil Fertility Options in Organic Dryland Crop Production: Jay Norton, Soil Fertility,
University of Wyoming
9:50am BREAK Meet the researchers poster session and vendor tables
10:05am Organic wheat and forage in compost-based dryland systems: Francisco Calderon, USDAARS, Akron, CO
10:35am Collaborative on-farm research: Soil nitrogen benefits of interseeding proso millet with sweet
clover: Meagan Schipanski, CSU, and Jean Hediger Golden Prairie Farms, Nunn, CO
Irrigated Cropping Systems
11:05am Irrigated Grain, Vegetable, and Forage Production Experiences: Greg Schreiner, Silver Reef
Farms, Wellington, CO
11:35am LUNCH (provided) Meet the researchers poster session and vendor tables
12:35pm Soil Fertility in Irrigated Organic Cropping Systems: Jessica Davis, Soil Fertility, CSU
1:20pm Pest Ecology and Management in Organic Systems: Randa Jabbour and Makenzie Pellissier,
Agroecology, University of Wyoming

Livestock Production
2:05pm Organic Beef Production Experiences: Keith & Wendi Lankister, Bar Double L Ranch,
Glenrock, WY
2:35pm BREAK Meet the researchers poster session and vendor tables
2:50pm Animal Health and Performance in Organic Livestock Production: Robert Taylor, DVM, Lone
Tree Ranch, Lone Tree, WY
3:35pm Speaker Panel Discussion: Unanswered questions from the audience on marketing,
management, paper work, NOP-approved inputs, or other topics
4:30pm Conference Evaluation & Adjourn

Thank You Sponsors!

Our Speakers
Jessica Davis is a professor of soil fertility at Colorado State
University. Her research focuses on the development and
comparison of fertilizers and soil fertility management
approaches in organic vegetable and tree fruit systems.

Clint Jessen, a 5th generation farmer, is the owner of Jessen
Wheat Company and Jessen Agribusiness. Clint, his wife
Ashley, and their 3 kids, Collin, Cameron, and Caitlin live in
Pine Bluffs, WY where they operate an organic grain elevator
and a 100% organic farm, raising primarily wheat but also
beans, hay, and barley.

Jay Norton is an associate professor and extension soil
fertility specialist at the University of Wyoming. His research
interests include nutrient cycling in agricultural systems from
the perspective of soil organic matter dynamics. He is
interested in interactions among landscapes and plant
communities as well as how land use affects resiliency and
degradation-recovery processes as applied to sustainable
management.

Dr. Renée Gebault King has been involved in the organic
agriculture industry for over 15 years and is currently an
Accreditation Manager for the US Department of
Agriculture’s National Organic Program (NOP). Her current
responsibilities include outreach and education for consumers
and NOP-accredited certifiers, auditing NOP-accredited
certifiers for compliance to the USDA NOP, and international
organic trade activities. She was President of the Wyoming
farmers’ marketing association for 7 years and also managed
a pilot program for an organic youth garden project.
Francisco Calderon grew up in Puerto Rico and received his
B.S. and M.S. degrees from the University of Puerto Rico.
He then went to Michigan State University where he earned
his PhD degree in Microbial Ecology and Soil Science. He
joined the ARS as a Post doc in 2002, and is now a research
Soil Scientist at Akron, Colorado. His research focuses on
the effects agronomic practices on soil quality.
Meagan Schipanski is an assistant professor in cropping
systems at Colorado State University. Her research includes
plant mediation of nutrient cycling, plant diversity influence on
nutrient use efficiency and cropping system resilience, and
integrating agroecological knowledge into policy and
management.

Jean Hediger is the owner and President of Golden Prairie,
Inc. Her company grows and distributes 100% certified
organic wheat, millet and gluten-free oats. She and her family
also own Hediger Farms, a three-generational farm family in
Nunn, Colorado, started in 1989 as one of the first certified
organic farms in Colorado. As the business has grown, they
have been fortunate enough to support many good family
farms. Presently they take grains from over 35,000 certified
organic acres. They specialize in organic gluten-free grains as
well as organic hard red winter wheat.
Greg Schreiner is the owner and operator of Silver Reef
Organic Farms, a 100% organic farm located in Wellington,
Colorado. Since the farm's purchase in April 2013, Greg has
strived to make Silver Reef an industry leader in
organics. He's achieved success by using state-of-the-art
organic farming techniques, fully integrating precision
farming in his management decisions and being a fervent
advocate for the agricultural community in Northern
Colorado. Greg's prior corporate business experience gives
listeners a unique perspective on how using modern
techniques in farming can continue to be a profitable and
sustainable business for many.
The Lankister family owns a cow/calf to finish beef
operation near Glenrock, Wyoming. Their land and cattle
have been certified organic since 2009. Their organic grass
finished cattle are marketed mainly through Whole Foods
stores. Find out more at www.BarLLBeef.com.

Randa Jabbour is an Assistant Professor of Agroecology at
the University of Wyoming. Her overall goal is to conduct
research and teach classes that help us all to design
sustainable agricultural management practices –
encompassing environmental, economic, and social
dimensions of sustainability. Randa started at University of
Wyoming in 2013, and is enjoying learning about new
cropping systems and working our challenging semi-arid,
high elevation conditions. She specializes in biological pest
control, the interface between crop and non-crop habitats, and
better understanding the factors that drive management
decisions.
Makenzie Pellissier is working on a Master’s degree in
agronomy. Her research is focused on biological control of
alfalfa weevil, a major pest for alfalfa hay growers. In
particular she is interested in how landscape characteristics
and floral habitat might reduce pest populations by
supporting a parasitoid wasp. Makenzie became interested in
agroecology while earning my bachelors in environmental
science at the University of New Hampshire. After
graduating from UNH she worked on a small farm for a
couple of years before coming to Wyoming.

Robert Taylor, DVM is the owner and veterinarian of
Lonetree Ranch in Wyoming. He grew up in south Texas, and
having worked for a large ranch as a teenager, knew early on
that was ultimately what he hoped to do. Bob has enjoyed a
long and successful veterinary career, and now ranches fulltime.

Michelle Menken has worked as an Organic Certification
Specialist with MCIA Organic since 2008. She has done
graduate work in Agricultural Economics, Plant Breeding and
Genetics, and hopes to do organic crop farming. She has
experience in the National Organic Program and regulations
covering organic production.
Roger Stockton is the Wyoming NRCS State Conservation
Agronomist. Roger farmed and ranched in western Oklahoma
for 20 years. He as an MS in Agronomy from Oklahoma
State University and a PhD in Crop Physiology and
Production from UN-L.

Ted Craig is the Agricultural Grants Manager for the
Wyoming Department of Ag.

The 3rd Annual High Plains Organic Farming Conference and Certification Workshop
February 23 & 24, 2016
The Centennial Room - Center for Conferences & Institutes
Laramie County Community College, Cheyenne, WY

